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Ricketts Conservation Foundation Donates $1 Million to National Loon Center to
Advance Loon Conservation Research, Education and Conservation
Funding will cultivate the exchange of research and ideas, increasing education and action

Bondurant, WY — With a commitment to research, education and conservation dedicated to the
common loon, The Ricketts Conservation Foundation (RCF) is proud to announce a donation of
$1 million to the National Loon Center (NLC) in Minnesota. This dedicated gift will establish the
Ricketts Conservation Center within the National Loon Center to support conservation and
research efforts. The groundbreaking of the center is planned for June 2025.

This capital gift is coupled with an additional commitment of $100,000 annually over the next
five years—totaling $500,000—to support internationally significant loon research and
conservation efforts.

Through this gift, RCF and NLC will foster the exchange of knowledge and scientists to discover
what can be learned about the common loon, its habitat and what conservation issues the birds
face. This collaboration will help bridge current gaps in research, ensuring that the unique
challenges confronting loons are met with innovative scientific study and robust public education
and outreach.

“Today’s generous gift from the Ricketts Conservation Foundation is a game-changer for loon
conservation,” said Jon Mobeck, Executive Director of the National Loon Center. “This funding
will enable us to expand our research initiatives and develop new educational programs that can
significantly protect the common loon and its habitat.”

“Our commitment to the common loon reflects our broader dedication to preserving wildlife and
their natural habitats,” says Ricketts Conservation Foundation Executive Director Walter Wehtje.
“By investing in the National Loon Center’s research and education efforts, we aim to address
critical conservation challenges that affect loons everywhere, including the Yellowstone
Ecosystem. This partnership ensures a sustainable future for these iconic migratory birds.”

The RCF supports wildlife and habitat conservation throughout the Yellowstone Ecosystem and
beyond. This latest donation highlights its commitment to addressing habitat-related challenges
affecting all loons and will catalyze innovative research and community outreach at the NLC.
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About Ricketts Conservation Foundation:



The Ricketts Conservation Foundation is dedicated to protecting and preserving critical
ecosystems through innovative research, sustainable development, and conservation initiatives.
Focused on the Yellowstone Ecosystem and beyond, the Foundation partners with local
communities, researchers, and conservationists to safeguard wildlife habitats and promote
responsible land management. With a commitment to education and proactive stewardship,
Ricketts Conservation Foundation works tirelessly to ensure that natural treasures, such as the
common loon and other iconic species, thrive for future generations.

rickettsconservation.org

About National Loon Center:

The National Loon Center in Crosslake, Minnesota, is a national leader in the conservation,
research, and education of the iconic common loon. With a commitment to protecting loon
habitats, the Center fosters innovative scientific studies and community outreach programs that
inspire public engagement in conservation. Its world-class, interactive educational facility and
research center will open to the public in 2026. Through immersive exhibits and educational
initiatives, the National Loon Center connects visitors with the natural world, promoting
stewardship and sustainable practices to ensure a thriving future for loons across diverse
ecosystems for posterity.

nationallooncenter.org



